The Problem of Increased Earnings
supreme. Thus the respective spheres of influence of the
two modes of transport would be clearly defined and
co-ordination between them effected This would lead tu
simplicity in rate making and also to an increase in tin*
number of passengers travelling regularly and in the
distance travelled. The latter is inevitable, since the
greater the distance the less would be the cost of traffic
per journey. Thus on paper, the scheme appears most
tempting. How far it would be practical is lei't to ilte
railway undertakings to prove.
Ours is an age of speed so that the old-world steam
locomotive looks odd. Our trains are slow. No train has
come up for so much heated discussion in any parliament
as the Grand Trunk Express which takes clean 50 hours to
bridge a distance of 1,361 miles! On branch lines, the speed
is very low so that there-is much scope for speeding up pas-
senger services. It can be done by diminishing the number
of stops and the time for watering engines, etc. But the best
way of attacking the problem is by electrification. Unfor-
tunately in India, there are only three electrified systems,
making up a total route mileage of 98-93* The advantage
of electricity over steam need no elucidation. Firstly, it
is much speedier. A steam engine takes two to three hours
to get up steam and then much loss of time is entailed in
slowing down and gaining speed- This apart, the time
spent in cleaning fires, drawing off coal and taking in water
supplies for the boilers represent 20 per cent of the total
time. Electricity would economize space since there would
be no coal to be stocked. Above all it is cleaner, speedier
and cheaper. The statement of Electric Multiple Unit
Suburban Train Statistics in the Appendix gives the
relevant data for these. It will be seen from it that on the
S.I.E. the average earnings per passenger mile in 1937 was
2.-3T pies as against an average cost of 1-W,*
*   Vide Appendix A, 2,
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